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In returning to the chair this year and welcoming many new faces joining the board,  
I thought it might be fun to do something new. At the conclusion of our meetings, 
each of us shares a sentence or two about an “art moment” we encountered during 
the previous month. It can be anything. What a delight to hear and share what 
inspires each member of this dynamic board and our wonderful staff who give of 
their time, treasure, and talent in serving this tremendous artistic community. As I 
leave the chairman’s post, I’ll leave you with a special moment of mine.

This Christmas I enjoyed Dance Alive’s performance of “The Nutcracker.” As we 
checked in, and sitting about 2/3 back, I was able to survey the audience and 
realize I was among so many young women who themselves had danced in the 
Marion Ballet Theatre production of “The Nutcracker” at some point in their lives. 
Remembering these many women as little girls, their parents who sewed costumes, 
built sets, hosted performers, drove miles and miles and miles, and now seeing how 
these tiny dancers now grown are paying this amazing tradition forward to families 
of their own left me joyful and once again, inspired. 

Our creative community thrives and becomes generational through the 
vision and talent of artists and those who support them. It’s been another 
transformative year for our board with so much new leadership and new 
initiatives. I thank them all as I have been honored to serve with them.  

In review of this report, I hope you will become inspired and join us. With your 
help, it’s only going to get better.

Paul King
Chairman 2018
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chairman-elect’s report

Applaud the Arts has become “the” arts event in our community. 
It kicks off the season - the season of the arts - in Ocala/Marion County, 

and it convenes representatives and even performers from across 

all walks of art. In 2017, the 10th annual Applaud the Arts was held in 

September a matter of days after Hurricane Irma blew into town. With 

the “Healing HeARTs” exhibit still on the walls of The Brick, an idea was 

inspired. The arts do heal. Musicians, vocalists, and images were used in 

a moving and motional tribute that depicted how Ocala comes together 

and will “rise” to build one another and our community up. 

MCA partnered with the Community Foundation 
of Marion County to issue a challenge that every 
ticket sold after IRMA would benefit the Marion 
Recovery Network resulting in a $1,650 donation 
to aid those impacted by the Hurricane.

In 2017, Applaud the Arts celebrated a total of 
$285,000 in grant awards to (#of) nonprofit 
organizations’ efforts to further arts and culture 
in our community. To think that in the year ahead, 

we will cross the $300,000 threshold has us 
on the edge of our seats…if by the “edge of our 
seats” we mean planning strategically, actively 
pursuing partnerships and evaluating how we 
can do more and be more for Ocala/Marion 
County. Ok, so maybe we’re not in our seats at 
all - there is meaningful work to be done!

Here’s to a year that quantified the value of the 
arts in our region-$56 Million in fact. In doing so 

further qualified how essential MCA’s mission 
is as our community moves forward. The MCA 
Board of Directors, staff, partners, sponsors, 
and donors are an enthusiastic and bold bunch, 
with whom we are grateful to be on this journey. 
What a ride…for the arts! 

Onward! Lisa Lombardo
Chairman-Elect
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executivedirector’smessage
At their 2016 strategic planning retreat, your board of 
directors set an aspirational goal to be one of the best cities 
for the arts. With the help of great partners, arts organizations, 
dedicated arts professionals, arts enthusiasts, and funders, 
we are well on our way! The momentum is strong and with 
so many focused on growing a vibrant arts industry, the sky 
is the limit. Let’s take a look:

Levitt Foundation AMP Ocala Concert Series-Over a ten 
week period, more than 5,000 attended, the free concert 
series. Staged in partnership with the City of Ocala, the 
concert provided access to all and was held at the Historic 
Webb Field. The music will continue in 2018, thanks to the 
Levitt Foundation’s approval of our grant. 

Arts and Economic Prosperity Study 5-As a funding partner 
to this study, we were delighted to hear the results 
announced at the annual conference of the American for the 
Arts. The nonprofit arts and cultural sector is a $56 million 
industry in Ocala, supporting 1,422 full-time jobs and 
generates $6.1 million in local and state government 
revenue. 

Ocala Sculpture Tour-MCA is a proud partner of this 
amazing collection of Public Arts. Kudos to the City of Ocala 
for growing our public art scene. 

Magnolia Art Exchange-Through our Cultural Grants, we 
helped fund one of the studios that will house local artists. 
This Arts Incubator, located in the historic Train Depot, will 
serve as an important ecosystem for emerging artists. 

Master Arts and Cultural Plan-MCA committed $25K to help 
fund the consultant for Ocala’s first Arts and Cultural Master 
Plan. The plan, with input from stakeholders, will yield a road 
map for arts and cultural development, growth and 

sustainability. The plan will contain short, mid, and long term 
goals, assign accountability and funding requirements. 

Arts and Cultural Round Tables-These monthly meetings 
are designed to increase collaboration and cooperation 
among our nonprofit arts leaders and staff. 

Artist Workshops-Art Means Business. By providing 
information and strategies to our artists, we hope to increase 
their ability to make their art their business. We thank Ryan 
Lily, VP Business Creation and David D’Alessandris for their 
workshop. Look for repeat session in 2018. 

MCA Cultural Grants: MCA continues its funding of nonprofit 
arts organization through its annual Cultural Grants Awards 
encouraging innovation in programming, production, and 
outreach. The direct support total since the inception of the 
grants totals $285,000. 

Four Friends Grant Fund: Having achieved and exceeded 
the initial goal of $50K, MCA will launch this grant program 
recognizing the value individual artists contribute to the 
vibrancy and prosperity of our community and to help grow 
their capacity to thrive as artists.

It’s been an amazing, almost two years since I came on 
board as MCA’s Executive Director. I cannot emphasize 
enough just how grateful I am for the support of the Board 
of Directors, the staff, the volunteers, our City partners, 
sponsors, donors, artists and MCA members. 

Applause to each of you who are playing a part in our arts 
and cultural successes!

 
Jaye Baillie, APR, 	  

Executive Director

“ “I cannot emphasize enough 
just how grateful I am for the 
support of the Board of 
Directors, the staff, the 
volunteers, our City 
partners, sponsors, donors, 
artists and MCA members.
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Silver Sponsor - $1,000  
Cox Communications
Philip J. Olstein, CLU, ChFC
TD Bank
Showcase Properties
Friends of Hospice
Harbor Bank
CBC Bank
College of Central Florida 
 
Bronze Sponsor - $500  
Katya Vineyards
Collier, Jernigan, Goedert PA
Fine Arts for Ocala 
Circle Square Cultural Center
Journeyman Stud
Michele DeLuca

 
 

Media Sponsors 
WUFT 
Star Banner
Phillips Printing/Signcraft
Latitude 29 Marketing
Candour
Tammy Portrait Artist

MCA thanks the City of Ocala’s 
Discovery Center for serving as the 
exciting venue for the Tapas and 
Libations Reception
 
Thank you Culinary and Libations 
Sponsors For Playing A Part in 
Applaud the Arts! 
Brick City Southern Kitchen & Whiskey 
Bar Tri-Eagle Sales
Fishhawk Spirits, LLC
Imagery Estate Wines
Katya Vineyards
La Cuisine
Mark’s Prime Steakhouse
Mojo Elite Catering
Ocala's Chocolates & Confections

Paula King, 2018 Chairman. Jaye Bailey, Executive Director, Mary Britt, Ocala Civic Theatre  
Photo Credit: ??

Education Award
 
For utilizing the arts as a tool for achieving 
educational excellence in a K-12 setting

award recipient 
Jo Crowder  
Fine Arts Program Specialist,  
Marion County School District

Powered by: 

Vision Award
 
For vision, leadership, and support  
of the arts in our community.

award recipient 
 Jennifer Normoyle
Levitt AMP Music Series  	  

Service Award
 
For his years as an active member of the arts 
community volunteering as a teacher, juror, 
mentor and for his service as a board  
member on multiple arts organization boards. 

David D’Alessandris    	
Ocala Civic Theatre

award recipient

2017 artsawards

thankyou sponsors
Presenting Sponsors - $10,000 

 

Platinum Sponsor - $5,000 

Gold Sponsors - $2,500
	  

 
 

 
 

Awards Sponsored by BJ Trophies

Lifetime Achievement Award
 
The MCA Board of Directors added this award 
to honor a lifetime of achievement in arts in 
Ocala, Marion County.
The inaugural recipient, Mary Britt, Ocala Civic 
Theatre was recognized for more than 30 years 
of visions, commitment and leadership as 
OCT’s Executive Director

Mary Britt   	  
Ocala Civic Theatre

award recipient

Angie Lewis
James P. Hilty Sr.
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Vision 2020: Position Marion County to be an aspirational community  

on a national stage	

Mission: Marion Cultural Alliance champions, convenes, and creates  

opportunity for Marion County arts and arts organizations.

how
Champions: Grants, Community Leadership, Art Interaction, Fund Development,  

Strategic Partnerships

Convenes: Community, Artists and Art Organizations, Businesses, City/County

Creates: Funding, Grants, Economic Development, Education, Gallery

 

The MCA Board adopted a five year strategic plan which included  

these pillars. 	  

	

1 )  Providing arts leadership
2 ) Expanding funding for the arts & artists
3 ) Grow art audiences & support	  

We are pleased to report, that the following goals have been 

accomplished as of 12.31.17

Marion Cultural Alliance has become the catalyst, convener, and connector for the arts  
in Marion County. 
•	 Facilitate communication among arts organizations to foster collaboration on  

shared programming, leveraging resources and reducing redundancy in services.
•	 Recruit arts advocates to serve on strategic city and county advisory boards (2017).
•	  Finalize an economic impact study in collaboration with Americans for the Arts, 

the City of Ocala and other arts organizations
•	 Promote findings of the Economic Impact study to stakeholders.
•	 Develop, in conjunction with the City and County, a county-wide cultural master plan 

providing the blueprint for increased communication, collaboration and sharing  
of resources among arts organizations (in process)

Marion Cultural Alliance has expanded dedicated funding for arts organizations  
and artists.
•	 Recruit and retain strong and diverse board members who bring skills, expertise  

and personal connections to the board.
•	 Form a fund development committee to assess benefits for becoming a donor/contributor.
•	 Create and name different levels of giving and their benefits.
•	 Develop a clear distinction between artists members and donors/sponsors.

 

Marion Cultural Alliance has grown art audiences and support by reaching out to school 
children, retirees, visitors, and the general public
•	 Assemble a gallery advisory committee with representatives from each of the arts  

to promote the arts through use of the Brick.
•	 Provide retail space for artists to showcase their work.
•	 Produce an interactive, common, on-line arts guide, common calendar and map  

easily accessible to the public, visitors, artists and arts organizations. 
•	 Create opportunities, in conjunction with Magnolia Art Exchange (MAX), to support 

emerging artists
•	 Conduct workshops for artists to develop business acumen focusing on pricing, 

merchandising and marketing.

The complete plan, goals, and objectives please log onto MCAocala.com/mission

goal #3: promoting the arts  

mission,vision, 2020 strategicplan

goal #2: funding support for the arts  

goal #1: providing arts leadership 
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nominating report	 
 
The nomination process, led by immediate past MCA Chairman Angie Lewis, involved 

identifying knowledge, skills, and abilities needed to compliment those of the current 

board. Each candidate completed a board profile and was interviewed by Angie and Jaye 

Baillie, Executive Director, MCA.

The four candidates will be presented at MCA’s Annual Meeting, February 28, 2018, 5:30. 

The nominees are:  Ryan Lackner, Mary Delancey, Jo Crowder, and Meghan Shay each 

bringing expertise in marketing, community outreach, arts education and fund 

development.

Respectfully submitted, 

Angie Lewis	  
Immediate Past MCA Chairman

The Cultural Endowment Fund was established in 

2001 and initially funded with proceeds of Horse 

Fever. The Fund provides direct support to MCA’s 

arts organizations for programming, equipment, and 

initiatives. 

To date, $285,000 has been awarded to more than 35 different arts 
organizations. Additionally, the Four Friends Grant Fund, established 
in 2016 reached and exceeded its initial goal of $50,000. For more 
information about the Four Friends Fund, please see page 13) MCA’s 
funds are managed by Philip J. Olstein, CHFC.

Fund Balances 
12/31/15

Increases/
Decreases 

01/01-12/31/16

Ending Fund 
Balances 
12/31/16

    Endowment $797,127.45 ($40,747.51) $756,379.94

     Endowment 
     Special $26,817.50 $50,960.55 $77,778.05

Total Endowment 
Fund Balances $823,944.95 $10,213.04 $834,157.99

Endowment Fund Balances as of December 31, 2017

culturalendowment fund

Photo Credit: Tammy Portrait Artist
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2017 has proven to be yet another year of advancing the arts for 

Marion Cultural Alliance and BrIck City Center for the Arts.  From 

dynamic monthly exhibits, independent film release parties, festive 

and upscale events, artist receptions, to arts organization engaging 

in Art and Cultural Roundtables, Artist Talks and workshops, The 

Brick Ocala/Marion County’s art hub and “the” creative rental 

space in Downtown Ocala.   	   

	  

January Horse Fever Artists - Where Are They Now? Fifteen years 

ago, Marion Cultural Alliance introduced our community’s original 

public art project, Horse Fever. In subsequent years, Horse Fever 

in Motion and the 10th Horse Fever anniversary continued this 

popular public art project with the introduction of new painted 

horses.  This exhibit was designed to honor the ar tists and 

showcase their current work. Sponsored by The David and Lisa 
Midgett Foundation.	 	   

February Palate to Palette - Celebrating the Art of Food. This MCA 

Member artist show featured artwork depicting the celebration of 

food and served as a visual prelude to our community’s inaugural 

Ocala Culinary Festival, March 1-5, 2017.	  

March Three Loose Women: Unleashed Talent. An art exhibit by 

member artists Esta Mann, Linda Linhan, and Carol Basso. This 

eclectic body of work was a popular hit!	  

	

April The Art of Aging in partnership with the Marion Senior 

Services, this exhibit celebrated aging through art, stories, and 

education. Marion Senior Services presented weekly workshops 

ranging from nutrition and mental wellness.  Sponsored by the 
Robert Boissenault Oncology Institute and Urology Institute  
of Central Florida. 	   

May Hometown Derby Connections The exhibition featured awe-

inspiring horse heroes with connections to the world’s most 

legendary horse race, the Kentucky Derby. 

The exhibit included paintings, photos, and 

sculptures at both The  Brick and the Florida 

Thoroughbred Museum and Galler y. 

Sponsored by Florida Thoroughbred 
Breeders’ and Owners’ Associations and 
Showcase Properties of Central Florida. 

June Fins, Feathers, and Fur Artist - Alley 

members showcased the work of 12 talented 

artists with depictions of “fins, feathers, & furs.” 

				  

July Sunny Funny Florida Ar tist - Alley 

members presented this bright and delightful 

show featuring a variety of mediums 

depicting the sunshine state.	  

	

August Ocala’s Backyard Galleries provided 

an oasis for Gallery attendees during the 

sweltering days of summer This exhibit 

brought out painters and photographers 

sharing their vision of what their backyard 

gallery looks like. The exhibit, with more than 

100 entries, was a celebration of summer! 

 

September  Healing HeARTS now in its 10th 

year, this moving exhibit is possible through 

a collaboration of seven Marion County 

Mental Wellness Coalition partners. Art, in 

many forms, was created by clients from 

each agency in an effor t to find healing 

through their creations. We celebrated with 

each artist, teacher, and agency as their work 

filled the Gallery walls and was enjoyed by all 

visitors.	  

thegallery year-in-review

IN THE GALLERY
at Brick City Center for the Arts



October Celebrating Home and State MCA welcomed 

emerging artist, Derrick Grimsley who attended West Port 

High School’s MCCA program.  His show paid homage to 

our beautiful state of Florida.  By depicting the sunshine 

state’s distinctive architecture through vibrant colors, his 

body of work was compelling, familiar yet lively and 

spirited.  	  

 

November The Best of the Best Exhibit was an amazing 

success.  Our call to artist drew 63 member artists and who 

showed 136 pieces.  This show was bold and dynamic and 

really showcased the talent we have in Marion County. 

Showcase Properties of Central Florida and Angie Lewis, 
State Farm sponsored this exhibit.  	
	    

December Fabrications MCA ar tist member David 

D’Alessandris presented an extremely powerful show titled: 

Fabrications, a prelude to his previous year’s show.  Visitors 

were not disappointed when the doors opened to see 

David’s one man exhibit full of color and dimension.   

 

 

The Gallery saw a significant increase in rentals 

during 2017 and included the VIP reception of 

Ted the Accidental Zombie, corporate events 

and workshops, school tours, bir thday and 

anniversary celebrations, holiday parties, life 

memorials, private dinner parties and events for 

the Ocala Culinary Festival. 

Other activities included:	  

•	 Served as the venue for two Ocala Culinary   	

 Festival events

•	 City of Ocala’s Light Up Ocala holiday party

•	 MCA’s Holiday Membership Appreciation event

•	 Monthly Artists Talks

•	 Monthly Arts and Cultural Round Tables

					   

Brick City Center for the Arts is an oasis in our downtown for 

all to enjoy. Without our ar tists, par tners, sponsors, 

membership, and supporters we simply could not provide 

the exhibits, experiences, and events at The Brick.

Please visit The Brick often, as the exhibits and ar t 

experiences change monthly and through engaging, 

creative, productive partnerships in our community, we look 

forward to continue to advance the arts locally, together.  

Bring on 2018!

Respectfully submitted, 	  

 

Xochi Jacques-Smith 
Gallery Director

2017 by the numbers
XXX
foot traffic
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also in the gallery

XXX
art sales

XXX
pieces exhibited

XXX
gift shop sales

XXX
participating artists

XXX
exhibits

XXX
opening reception 

attendees

Photo Credit: ???  |  Art Credit: Milly Sheffer
Xochi Jaques-Smith, Gallery Director



The third annual Ride for the Arts was a huge success! The event attracted nearly 200 entries coming 

from as far away as Texas. 

MCA thanks the City of Ocala’s for the award of a $20,000 Special Event grant and the support of 

more 20 sponsors, the cyclists, and volunteers.

The event, with its many unique features, sets it apart from other cycling events with its gorgeous and 

challenging routes through horse country, an abundance of amazing door prizes, $2,000 in cash 

awards, catered buffet lunch, stunning professional photos by Tammy Griffin, entertainment after the 

ride and a beer garden sponsored by Tri Eagle. 

The 2017 was, by far the most exciting year for the Ride for the Arts. The committee added the element 

of a Gran Fondo. As if the 70 mile route was challenging enough, the addition of a Gran Fondo added 

three timed segments (up hills!) The male and female riders with the fastest time over the three 

segments were the overall winners.  

It’s no wonder that 89% of the cyclists said they were likely to return to the 2018 event. With $2000 

cash prizes, winners’ jerseys, finishing medals, and KOM/QOM winners jerseys, and a Vendor Village 

there was plenty of features to make MCA’s event unique. 

Because of our artistic brand, we are uniquely able to showcase fun and quality. Along with MCA’s 
standard high quality events, I believe Ride for the Arts will continue to grow to be one of cycling’s 
premier events and one of MCA’s primary fund raiser.

Mary Verrandeaux, 
2017 Chairman Photo Credit: Tammy Portrait Artist

Presented by:

Presented by
Angie Lewis

9th Annual

applaudthearts
An evening celebrating Ocala's creative community

15 years of arts support
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Presenting Sponsor - $20,000

	  

 
Silver Sponsors - $3,000

	  

Pace Truck Sponsor - $2,500
Honda of Ocala 
 
Bronze Sponsor - $1,000	  
HDG Hotels & Management
Fakhoury Medical & Chiropractic
UF Health
Tri Eagle Sales 
 
Power Sponsor - $500 
Regions Bank
Adena Golf & Country Club
Collier, Jernigan, Goedert PA
Webster University
Katya Vineyards
Michael J. Cooper, Attorney. PA
Dr. Wayne Nguyen-Southeastern 
Integrated Medical
Cox Communications, Inc.
Cebert Wealth
Mary O’Neal, Showcase 
Properties of Central Florida 

Friend of the Ride - $250 
Top Gear Bicycles, Inc.
Drs. Peppers
Gus Galloway Realty Co.
Sandy Woodall

Cowbell Sponsors - $150 
Laurie Zink
Rus Adams

six ways to connect  
with & support mca

Photo Credit: Tammy Portrait Artist
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1 )  Join, Donate, Sponsor-mcaocala.com

2 ) Like & Follow MCA on FB, IG 
3 ) Review MCA on Trip Advisor,  
     Yelp & You Tube 
4 ) Visit and experience our Gallery  
      & Gift Shop 
5 ) Sign up for the e-newsletter,   	   	
      ARTicle on mcaocala.com 

6 ) Rent The Brick - a most unique  	
      venue in historic Downtown Ocala



2017 culturalgrantawards
A committee of interested community partners reviewed grant submissions from all types of 
noprotift arts organizations. Some had received grants in prior years, some were new.

Mary Britt, Executive Director, Ocala Civic Theatre, conducted a very helpful workshop for those 
interested in the process.  She commented that this is a mid-level grant and that the application 
and review process can assist in groups going on to apply for larger and more competitive 
grants. Staff of MCA were available to answer questions and review preliminary grants.

After the evaluation process was complete, $25,000 in grants were awarded to a wide variety 
of applicants.  From an artist in residence studio (one of MCA’s strategic goals), to art therapy, 
from chorale to ballet, from theatre touring our schools, to sculpture and Shakespeare in the 
park, 12 organizations were awarded the grants during Applaud the Arts. 

The committee and the MCA Board of Directors are pleased that interest in the grants is rising, 
and that so many of these projects will enrich the community.  We look forward to receiving the 
evaluations and seeing the impact of the programs. And, of course, we are anticipating the 
new round of applications for next year!

special  thanks
Patricia Kilgore, 2017-18 Cultural Grants Chair

Ellen Amatea, MCA Board Member

Harriet Daniels, MCA Board Member

Donna DiSclafani, FAFO Board

Karla Grimsley, MCA Board Member

Lisa Lombardo, MCA Chair-Elect

Jennifer Murty, MCA Board Member

Lisa Seiffer, MCA Treasurer

About the MCA’s Cultural Grants

Since 2002, Marion Cultural Alliance (MCA) has provided 
$285,000 in direct support to our community’s nonprofit arts 
community. Arts organization are invited to apply for grants up to 
$5,000 and are open to all artistic disciplines, including music, 
theater, dance, visual arts, cinema, literary arts, folk arts, and 
photography. Historical and scientific museums may also apply. 

MCA would like to thank, with appreciation, its members, donors, 
sponsors, and volunteers who make this initiative possible. 

Dance Alive National Ballet, Inc.  Residency Activities at Reilly Arts Center  $500
Kingdom Under the Sun Concert Band  Veterans Light the Stars    $1,500
Marion Civic Chorale, Inc.    We Salute Our Veterans    $1,500
City of Ocala      Ocala Outdoor Sculpture Competition  $2,000 
      Artist Honoraria
Marion County Public Schools   Staging a Coup: Students Storm Local   $2,000 
      Theaters and Revolutionize Learning 
Insomniac Theatre Company   2017 Shakespeare in the Park   $3,000
Ocala Civic Theatre     In-school Touring of "Fit" by Kim Esop-Wylie $4,000
Marion Ballet Theatre    Share the Magic of Christmas   $2,500
Marion Chamber Music Society   ENCORE: Gabrielle Chou    $1,000
Magnolia Art Xchange    Sponsorship of One Artist in Residency Studio $3,500*
Marion All-County Choir    United in Song-Marion All-County Choir  $1,500
Florida Center for the Blind   Therapy Through the Arts Program   $2,000

$25,000

 

* $5,000 total in partnership with a private donor
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Four Friends Grant Fund 
Exceeds Initial Goal! 
MCA thanks the many donors whose contributions 
pushed the inaugural goal of $50,000 to $72,000!

As a result of your generosity, MCA will announce 
and begin granting individual grants to artists in early 2018. 

About the fund: 

The Four Friend Grants Fund was establish to honor 
of the Leadership Legacy of Jim Copeland, Mack 
Dunwoody, E. L. Foster, and an Anonymous Friend. 

The fund was established by MCA in October  
of 2015 as a permanent endowment, designed 
to generate income to support our MCA artist  
members to pursue their craft with funding for equip-
ment, training, programming, etc. 

The inspiration for this fund is the legacy of leader-
ship created by four important community leaders. 
Through care and concern, words and deeds, over 
many years and across many institutions, Jim Co-
peland, Mack Dunwoody, E.L. Foster, and another 
friend (who wished to remain anonymous) have im-
pacted the lives of nearly every citizen residing in 
Ocala and Marion County.

Each of these Four Friends of MCA leaves a leader-
ship legacy of his own, that when combined serve 
as an enormously inspirational example to those who 
may choose to follow in their footsteps of improving 
the quality of everyday life in our community.As close 
friends over the years, they inspired one another, with 

FRIENDS
grant fund

An 
Anonymous 

Friend

E.L. Foster Jim Copeland Mack Dunwoody

MCA thanks the donors and supporters of this  
exciting new initiative. 

2017 Four Friends Honor Roll 
 
$2,500+	  
Anonymous (2)
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Duke Energy 
 
$1,000-$2,499	  
Whit & Diane Palmer
The David & Lisa Midgett Foundation
Robert Boissoneault Oncology Institute
Urology Institute of Central Florida
 
$500-$999	  
Jim Hilty Campaign Fund
 
$250-$499	  
Barbara Fitos 
 
$1-$249	  
Diane and Bobby Cahal
Aliye Cullu
Ana Dunwoody
Dr. Tom and Sandy Fuller
Jessica McCune

E. L., Jim, and Mack even earning the nick-
name, “The Three Musketeers” as they had 
a reputation for coming to the rescue of so 
many good causes, including the seedlings 
of what grew to become MCA.

As stand out leaders of their generation, their 
support of improvements to education, city 
life, health, many grassroots efforts, and the 
arts, is a legacy that must be recognized 
and continued. The open-minded support-
iveness of new ideas and initiatives sets this 
group apart.



championsofthe arts
BENEFACTOR  
$25,000+	
Anonymous (Peek Trust)
Levitt Foundation 
 
FOUNDERS CIRCLE  
$10,000-$24,999	  
City of Ocala
David & Lisa Midgett Foundation
RBOI/UICF 
 
CHAIRMAN’S CLUB  
$5,000-$9,999 
Anonymous
Angie Lewis State Farm
Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation 
 
PATRON  
$1,000-$4,999 
CBC Bank
College of Central Florida
Collier, Jernigan, Goedert, PA
Cox Communications
Ana Dunwoody
Fakhoury Medical & Chiropractic
Harbor Bank
HDG Hotels
Honda Of Ocala
Jim Hilty Edward-Jones
Whit & Diane Palmer
Phillip Olstein Financial Group
Real Truck, Inc.
Renasant Bank
Soloman Sarway
Showcase Properties
Gary & Eleanor Simons
Stella's Modern Pantry
UF Health 
 
FRIEND 
$25-$999 
A Better U Healthcare
Mary Abbott
Phyllis Ables
Mary Ackley
Rus Adams
Adena Golf & Country Club
Mary Alice Adkison
Agapanthus/Aggie Lane
Ellen & Frank Amatea
Ambleside School
Merrill Anderson
Sheila Anderson
Luis & Ellen Angora

Marcia Armstrong
Artistic Eye Fine Art Service
Artists-Alley
Artletic Apparel
Gail Ashford
Leona Asta
Beatrice Athanas
Stacey Atsides
Terry Avick
B J Trophies & Awards
Craig & Mary Baggs
Donna Bailey
Marcie Bailey
Russell & Jaye Baillie
Theresa Baker
Jon/Jenna Brooks Barber
Baroque Equestrian Games  
    & Institute
Richard & Janna Bartlett
Carol Basso
Harry, Stacey & Hannah Batten
Fred Bauman
Robert Bay
Glenda 'Rusty' Belote
Luis Benitez
Zoubain Bennani
John Benzel
Summer Best
Celia Bills
John Bittl
Linda Eades Blackburn
William & Donna Blaes
Linda Bloodworth
Don Borie
Gary Borse
Susan Bowen
Arlene Bowman
Dawn Bowman
Londy Bracale
Phiip Breshe
Chris Bricker
Mary Britt
Mary Britt
Brown & Brown Insurance
Frances Judy Brown
Linda Ballantine Brown
Stephanie Brown
Jannette Bryan
Joan Bryant
Suzanne Bryant
Delores Buchan
Judith Bullen
Gloria Burgess
Darlene Burkholz
Ashley Busch

Lori Busch
Carlye Byron
Diane, Bobby & Zoe Cahal
Alberto Calmenares
Len & Sam Campbell
Craig & Elizabeth Cannon
Elgin Carelock
Michael Cariglio
Ellaine Carter
Jessica Carter
Elisa Cashin
Nino Castaneda
CBC National Bank
Cebert Wealth
Central Florida Master Choir
Tina Chandra
Devon Chestnut
Circle Square Cultural Center
Johanna Cleary
Tom Cochran
Paul Coia
Daryl Collier
Sallie Collins
Nilda Comas
Community Foundation of     
    Marion County
Michael J. Cooper
Thomas Coubill
Elizabeth Cox
Debbie Craig
Aliye Cullu
Joyce Cusick
John & Patricia Champeau Cwik
David D'Alessandris
Dance Alive National Ballet
Harriet Daniels
Lillie Davis
Martha Jane Davis
Tom Davis
Alejandro De Jesus
Mike & Kristen Dean
Barbara DeBord
Gerry Dedenbach
Barbara Dees
Mary Delancey
Manny DelCharco
DeLuca Toyota
Michelle DeLuca
Ralph & Dana Demilio
Kenneth DeMoliner
Bobbie Deuell
Richard Devine
Ruth Dexheimer
Amanda Dickinson
Donna Disclafani

Richard Dodge
Ellie Donovan
Terrence & Kathy Dorsey
Valerie D'Ortona
Drs. Peppers
Patricia Duane
Kit Duncan
Bonnie Eads
Earth Fare
Michael Ebeling
Susan Edwards
Elevations Academy
Peter Else
Mark & Mary Emery
Gerald & Venice Ann Ergle
Nicholas Ernest
Kelly Evans
Everard Everard
FAFO
Newy Fagan
Manal Fakhoury
Family Times Publishing
Nancy Fazio
Brent & Crystal Fernung
Connie Ferreira
Roxann Fichtner
Barbara Fife
John Findlater
Mike & Diane Finn
Barbara Fitos
Eunice Fitzkee
Lisa Fitzpatrick
Rose Fleming
Florida Center for the Blind
Florida DUI & Traffic
Richard & Evelyn Forbes
Forest High School Wildcat   
    Theatre Co.
Earl Forsyth
Fort King Heritage  
    Association, Inc.
John Fort
R & J Fortmann
Jo Foster
Foxfire Realty LLC
John Freeze
Friends of Dunnellon/Rainbow  
    Springs Art Assoc
Friends of Hospice
Dr. Tom & Sandy Fuller
Wayne Galvagni
Jeff Gann
Laurie Gist
Sheryll Goedert
Allie Gore

Grace Christian School
Grace School for the Arts
Ali Graves
Anne Green
Judy Green
Joan Greenwood
Peggy Greer
Augie Greiner
Susan Greiner
Marilyn Griffin
Tammy Griffin-Vincent
William & Patricia Griffiths
Derek Grimsley
Karla Grimsley
Meagan Gumpert
Gus Galloway Realty
Richard & Leslie Hammes
Dr. Leslie Hammond
Dick & Cathy Hancock
Linda Happel-Zysko
Joseph Hare, Jr. 
Linda  Harlow
Susan Harrison
Rebecca Harvick
Angelika Hellmer
Chuck Henderson
Carlynne & Mark Hershberger
Floyd & Marilee Hershberger
Gwen & Michael Hertz
Christine Hildner
Mike & Ellie Donovan Hill
Jim Hilty
Joni Hoffman
Mary Hollars
Ira Holmes
Gene Hotaling
Kelli Money Huff
Pablo Hughes
Karen Imperato
Innovative Studios
Insomniac Theatre Company
Scott & Scott Jacob
Ernie & Marlene Jacobowitz
Thomas, Heather & Toni James
JoAnn Jancik
Maritzabel Javrequi-Rodriquez
Katie Jean
Debra Jenkins
Vanessa Lane Jennings
Jim Hilty Campaign Fund
Ed & Lois Johnson
June Johnson
Terry Johnson
Bob & Rosey Jones
Dr. Susan Davis Jones

Ruth Jordan
Donna Josephson
Journeyman Stud
Jules Threads
David June
Judith Kaiser
Lois Kamp
Traci Karbler
Katya Vineyards
Amy Keel
David Kellner
Trish Kilgore
Dennis King
Dr. Charlie & Paula King
Kingdom of the Sun  
    Concert Band
George & Sally Kirkland
Randy & Susie Klein
Marsha Koenig
Lois Ann Kohlweiss
Laurie Kopec
Drs. Felipe & Betty Ann  
    Korzenny
Frank & Rebecca Kottcamp
Karen Kuperberg
Robert Kuperberg
Lydia Kuttas
Sarah Stroh Lankester
Paula Lasichak
Kathy Lavigne
Donna Leeward
Sylvia Leitner
Angie Lester
Clint & Angie Lewis
Read Lewis
Josephine Leyte-Vidal
Amy Liebmann
Light of Joy/Dance Divine
Linda Linham
Linda Longo
Maria Isabel Lopez
Nina Lovill
Loretta Lucas
Nancy Luellan
Sally Ann Lyle
Brigid Lynch
Buddy & Anne Mackay
Magnolia Art Xchange
Mary Maloy
Bela Mandl
Vera Mangold
Esta Mann
Masae Maramatsu
Cynthia Marchese
Marion Ballet Theatre

Annual Giving & Legacy Giving



Marion Chamber Music Society
Marion Civic Chorale
Marion County Public Schools
Marion Players, Inc.
Marion Service Roofing  
    & Heating
Natalie Marquis
Deedee Martel
Master the Possibilities, Inc.
Hildegard Matthes
Wayne & Beth McCall
Jackie McCleaf
Jim & Jessica McCune
Sandy Radha McGann
Frankland McMemeny
Becky McQuade
Melillimoto Ducati
Anne Merrick
Shirley Miers
Yani Mikedis
Cindy Miller
Gayle Miller
Thomas & Gladys Miller
Paulette Millhorn
Dorothy Misleh
Sally Mith
Jeffri Moore
Grace Senior Morandi
Elaine Morrison
Michael Morrison
Natalie Moy
John Mullin
Steve & Jennifer Murty
Jacqueline Nash
Ernest & Heidi Neal
Ron Nelson
William & Sybil Nestor
Dr. Wayne Nguyen
Gayle Nickerson
Ryan Noeker
Ocala Civic Theatre
Ocala Culinary Festival
Ocala Stud Farms
Ocala Symphony Orchestra
Olive Obsession
Scott Olsen, Ph.D.
JoEllen Oppliger
Jesus Deniz Orama
Nancy O'Rourke
Olivia Ortiz
OTOW (Circle Square 
    Cultural Ctr)
Emelyn Palm
Janis Paushter
Cassius & Gwynn Pealer

Dr. Ian Perera
Leda Perez
Gary Peters
Lou Petty
Nanette Phillips
Scott Phillips
Jim Poston
Michaela Prachthauser
Kathleen Prater
Julijana Prest
Diane Pribisco
Susan Primeau
Diane Rafter
Sheila Ramos
Christine Randle
Sharon Rapone
Frank & Naida Rasbury
Jim Redding
Ann Reed
Regions Bank
Reilly Arts Center
Bob Reily
Louise Reinagel
Linda Reitz
Christine Reldy
Amy Roberts
Bill Roberts
Nancy Roberts
Fred Roberts, Sr. 
Daniel Robertson
Frances Robinson
Marilee Robinson
Kathleen Rogers
Carmen Rojas
John Romaine
Dr. Jay & Holly Rubin
Todd Rudnianyn
Robyn Rupley
April Russell
Lisa Russo
Lynda Ryan
Jeffrey Ryerson
Jo Salyers
Tom Salyers
Carla San Giacomo
Marcia Sandler
Albert Sanowskis
Daniel Santiago
Santos Trailhead Bike Shop
Marion Savage
Jackie Schindehette
Marie & Harold Schinman
Rich Schleicher
Dave Schlenker
Marcelle Schvimmer

Diana Scroggie
Carol Seidman
Lisa Seiffer
John & Suzanne Seitz
Cookie Serletic
Sherry Shaffer
Vandy Shake
Jordan Shapot
Margaret Shark
Jeff & Julie Shealy
Milly Sheffer
Kevin & Lisa Sheilley
Kim Shields
James Shook
Steve & Dayle Silver
Patricia Kelly Sistrand
Judith Skinner
Eileen Sklon
Hellena Smejda
Dr. Kenneth & Linda Smith
Gordon & Carolyn Smith
Robert & Xochi Smith
Sally Smyth
Rolando Sosa
Dennis Spaeth
Judson Spence
SSIFF
Linda Starkweather
Amy Stavola
Tom & Linda Steadman
Cliff & Joan Stearns
Charlie & Michelle Stone
Brian & Alina Stoothoff
Helen Sturgis
Bengt Svensson
Arthur Sykes
Symphony Healthcare
Scott Tanner
Marilyn Tate
Tatookah
Cory Taylor
Linda Taylor
TD Bank
Lynn Thomas
Sheila Thomas
Wayne Thomas
Warren Thompson
Teresa Tift
George Tomyn
Top Gear Bicycles
Melissa Townsend
Debra Towsley
Tri-Eagle Sales
Dan & Laurie Ann Truluck
Bill & Melissa Johns Tucker

Urology Institute of Central FL
Diana Urso
Kim Van Fleet
Ryan Van Fleet
Lisa Van Landingham
Jan Vermilya
Vernon Viola
Anne Wanglund
Paul Ware
Jessica Watson
Margaret Watts
Webster University
Diana Webster
William Wentzell
Ronald Wetherington
Jackie Whatley
Helen White
Sally White
Jennifer Wiggins
Ralph & Mary Wilcox
Robert Willett
Ann Williams
Bo & Sally Williams
Gil Williams
Janis Williams
Dr. Judy Wilson
Lisa Wolfe
Woodlea Gardens
Lisa Woodward
Rich Woy
Laura Wright
Terry & Nancy Wright
Robert Wuestenhagen
Sharon Wylie
Holly Yocum
Peggy Yost
Michelle Younghand
Melanie Zachry
Gene & Judy Zanetti
Joyce Zeedyk
Su Zi
Dean & Linda Zimmerman
Laurie Zink
Jack Zitt
John Zobler
Zitt, Jack
Zobler, John
 
LIFETIME MEMBERS
Irene McCracken
Nancy Moskovitz 

HONORARY MEMBERS
John Travolta & Kelly Preston

2017media partners
MCA thanks its Media Partners. These levels reflect 
total annual support for MCA’s events.

PURVEYORS OF STRATEGIC BRANDING + DESIGN

Marion Cultural Alliance seeks to provide a variety of opportunities for support of the mission annually through 
membership, donations, special events, gallery, and program sponsorships. Champions of the Arts are recognized for 
their gifts in total for a one year period.

foundation support
MCA thanks the following foundations for their support

FPO
need logo



1950 Ocala Civic Theatre

1957 Grace Christian School

1964 Appleton Museum  
(College of Central Florida)

1966 Dance Alive National Ballet

1966 Fine Arts for Ocala

1967 Boys and Girls Club  
of Marion County

1975 Ocala Symphony Orchestra

1982 Dance Divine

founded          members

1984 Marion Ballet Theatre

1985 Madison Street Academy  
for Visual and Performing Arts

1989 Light of Joy Ballet Company

1989 Marion Civic Chorale

1995 Webber Center  
(College of Central Florida )

1998 Central Florida Master Choir

2002 Ocala Storytelling Festival

founded          members

2006 Circle Square Cultural Center 

2006 Forest High School Wildcat  
Theatre Company

2006 Insomniac Theatre Company

2006 Master the Possibilities, Inc.

2007 Performing Arts Conservatory (PAC)

2014 Fort King Heritage Association

2014 Ocala Film Foundation/Silver Springs 
International Film Festival

2014 Rainbow Springs Art Association

founded          members

2017artsorganization members

2015 Magnolia Art Xchange

1990 Kingdom of the Sun 
Concert Band

1983 Marion Chamber  
Music Society

2015 Reilly Arts Center 

2016 Grace School for the Arts



founded          members

our mission 
to champion, convene, 

and create opportunities 
for Marion County

artists and arts  
organizations

mca board of directors 
Paula King, Chairman  |  Lisa Lombardo, Chair-Elect  |  Vanessa Lane Jennings, Secretary  |  Lisa Seiffer, Treasurer 
Angie Lewis, Immediate Past Chairman   |  Harriet Daniels  |  Gerry Dedenbach  |  Karla Grimsley  |  Trish Kilgore  
Devon Chestnut, ARP, CPRC   |  David D’Alessandris   |  Jennifer Murty   |  Crystal Fernung

mca staff 
Jaye Baillie, APR, Executive Director  | Xochi Jacques-Smith, Gallery Director  |  Cherie McTiernan, Administrative Assistant

the first 16 years: 
 
produced 101 pieces of public art 
 
brought the arts to 520,000 people
presented 115+ exhibits in Brick City Center for the Arts
hosted 5 years of Summer Camps for children
raised nearly $2.5 million dollars for the arts
60,000 have attended an event funded by MCA Cultural Grants
paid artist & arts organizations $525,000 in honoraria, fees,  
commissions, grants, art sales & scholarships
inspired 350 cyclist to Ride for the Arts
hosted 90 public & private events at ‘The Brick’
partnered with 150+ Ocala businesses
paired 45 community leaders with professional artists
disbursed $427,000 to other local charities

2017mca overview

Marion Cultural Alliance, Inc. is a 501(c)3 corporation registered with the Florida Department of Agriculture and  
Consumer Services, #13766. Call toll-free at 1-800-HELPFL (1.800.435.7352) to verify registration and financial  
information. Your gifts are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law. Please consult your tax consultant. 

15 years of arts support



15 years of arts support
Brick City Center  
for the Arts 
Post Office Box 1571 
Ocala, Florida 34478
www.mcaocala.com

NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATION 
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Join. Donate. Sponsor.  
For more information: mcaocala.com or call 352.369.1500.

Presented by
Angie Lewis

9th Annual

applaudthearts
An evening celebrating Ocala's creative community

15 years of arts support


